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22 February 1822. 




(Ireland.) 

A 

BILL 

For indemnifying such Persons as have seized or detained any 
Arms or Gunpowder in Ireland , since a time to be limited, 
for the Preservation of the public Peace. 



Note. The Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios 

in the written Copy. 



since the first day of November one thousand Disturbances 

l eight hundred and twenty-one, several parts of Ireland have since Novem- 

been disturbed by assemblies of large bodies of Men by night, for the benst.iSzi. 
purposes of sedition and violence, and the persons and properties of 
many peaceable and faithful subjects of His Majesty have been attacked 
and injured ; by means whereof many of His Majesty s loyal subjects have 
lost their lives : And whereas several Officers and Justices of the Peace, Severa i 
and other persons, for the preservation of the public peace, and of the o* c r e s r8 h a a ^ 
lives and properties of His Majesty’s faithful subjects, and for the suppres- for^Preserva- 
sion of such seditious and unlawful proceedings, have seized and detained and p r0 p er ty, 
considerable quantities of Arms and Gunpowder, without any sufficient 
legal authority for so doing, and for that purpose have been obliged to do powder with- 
divers acts not justifiable by law, but which were yet so much for the Authcfritv. 
public service, and so necessary for the suppression of such disturbances, 
that the persons by whom they were transacted ought to be indemnified ; such Persons 
ft tfjrctfotr dEnactCti, by The KINGs Most Excellent Majesty, indemnified, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, THAT all actions, suits, indictments, infor- All Proceed- 
mations, attachments, molestations, prosecutions and proceedings what- 
ever, and all judgments and orders, (if any be) against any Officer of the formd'acu 
Army or Navy, or of the Excise or Customs, or against any Justice of the and ma ^ e 
Peace, Sheriff, Sub-sheriff or Constable, or any of their assistants respec- void - 
tively, or against any other person or persons whomsoever, for or on 
account of any seizure or detention of any Arms or Gunpowder, or for or 
on account of any act matter or thing relating to such seizure or detention, 
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AH such 
Persons 
indemnified. 



On any Pro- 
ceeding 
against any 
Person for 
such Acts, he 
may plead the 
General Issue, 
and give this 
Aet in 
Evidence, 



If Plaintiffs 
fail in their 
Action the 
Defendants to 
have double 
Costs, on the 
Facts being 
suggested on 
the Record. 



Defendants in 
Actions may 

c£,“o 
have Pro- 
ceedings 
stayed, &c. 



( 2 ) 

•done or -committed, or commanded, advised, ordered or directed at any 
tune since the 

in order or with a view to or for the purpose 
of the suppression or prevention of such disturbances, or for the preserva- 
tion of the public peace or the safety of the state, shall be and the same 
are hereby absolutely discharged and made void ; and that all and every 
persons and person, by tv horn any such act matter or thing shall have been 
done or committed, or commanded, advised, ordered or directed, for the 
purposes in that behalf aforesaid, or for any of them, since the said 

shall be and are and is hereby absolutely freed, acquitted, indemnified 
and discharged, of and from the same, and of and from all proceedings 
whatever, for or by reason thereof, as well against the King's Majesty, His 
tars and successors, asagainstall and every other person and persons. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any prosecution, action or suit, 
criminal or civil, hath been or shall be commenced or prosecuted against 
any person or persons, for any such act matter or thing so done or com- 
mitted, or commanded, advised, ordered or directed for the purposes 
aforesaid, or any of them, such person or persons may plead the general 
issue,, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence ; and if the 3 
plaintiff or p l a i nt i ffs shall become nonsuit, or forbear further prosecution, 
or suffer discontinuance, or if a verdict pass against such plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall recover his her or their 
costs, for which such defendant or defendants shall have the like remedy as 
in cases in which costs by law are given to defendants, the same being 
suggested on the record under the orders of the Court, and the Court beta 
satisfied by the certificate of the Judge, where there shall be a verdict, and 
in ail other cases by affidavit, or by such other means as such Court shall 
direct or shall deem sufficient. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any action, suit, indictment, in- 
formation, prosecution or other proceeding, hath been or shall be tirou«bt, 
commenced, preferred exhibited or had, in any Court, against any pereon 
or persons, for or on account of any such act matter or thing as aforesaid, 
it shall be lawful for the defendant or defendants, in any such action, suit’ 
indictment, information, prosecution or proceeding, or for any of them, 
to apply, by motion petition or otherwise, in a summary way, to tte 
Com t in which such action, suit, indictment, information, prosecution or 
ether proceeding hath been or shall be brought, commenced, preferred ex- 
hibited or had, or shall be depending, if such Court shaM be sitting, and 
it not sitting, then to any one of the Judges or Justices of such Court, 
to stay all further proceedings in such action, suit, indictment, informa- 
tion, prosecution or proceeding ; and such Court, or any Judge or Justice 
thereof, w hen the said Court shall not be sitting, is hereby respectively 
authorized and required to examine the matter of such application, and 
upon proof, by the oath or affidavit of the person or persons making such 
application, or of any of them, or upon onyother proof made tothe satisfac- 
tion of such Court, Judge or Justice respectively, that such action, suit, 

indictment. 
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indictment, information, prosecution or proceeding respectively, is 
brought, commenced, preferred exhibited or had, for or on account of any 
such act matter or thing as aforesaid, to make an order for staying execu- 
tion, and allother proceedings in such action, suit, indictment, information, 
prosecution or proceeding, in whatever state the same shall or may re- 
spectively then be, and although judgment shall have been entered up of 
record, or given, or any writ of error or appeal shall have been brought or 
made, or shall be depending therein ; and the Court, or Judge or Justice 
making such order for stay of proceedings, shall also order unto the de- 
fendant or defendants, and he she or they shall respectively have and be 
entitled to costs for such proceedings as shall have been had 

or carried on respectively in any such action, suit, indictment, information, 
prosecution or other proceeding, after the passing of this Act; for 
which costs he she or they respectively shall have like remedy as in cases 
where costs are by law given to defendants. 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
any person or persons, being a party or parties to any such action, suit, 
indictment, information, prosecution or other proceeding, to apply, by mo- 
tion, petition or otherwise, in a summary way, to the Court in which the 
same shall have been brought, commenced, preferred exhibited or had, or 
shall be depending, to vacate discharge or set aside any order made as 
aforesaid by any Judge or Justice of Jhat Court, for staying proceedings 
or for payment of costs as aforesaid, so as such application shall be made 
within the first days on which such Court shall sit next after the 

making of any such order, by any Judge or Justice os aforesaid; and 
such Court is hereby authorized and required to examine the matter of 
such application, and to make such order therein as if the application had 
been made originally to the said Court ; but nevertheless and in the mean 
time and until such application shall be made to the said Court, and 
unless the said Court shall think fit to vacate discharge set aside or re- 
verse such order made by any Judge or Justice as aforesaid, the same 
shall continue in full foree, to all intents and purposes whatever. 



Application 
may be made 
to have any 
Order for 
staying Pro- 
ceedings, 
vacated, ic. 



And be it further Enacted, That this Act may be altered, amended, or 
repealed, by any Act or Acts to be made in this present Session of 
Parliament. 



Act may be 
altered or 
repealed tills 
Session. 
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